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THE NATURE OF RELIGION

CHAPTER   I

THE  FUNDAMENTAL NATURE  OP  KELIGION

THE opinions advanced in this essay and the
arguments with which they are supported will
be more readily appreciated if the fundamental
nature of Religion is set forth in a few intro-
ductory pages.

The students of Religion have usually been
content to describe it either in intellectual or in
affective terms. 'This particular idea or belief/
or 'this particular feeling or emotion/ is, they
have said,' the essence' or the ' vital element' of
Religion. So that most of the hundreds of
definitions which have been proposed fall into
two classes. "We have, on the one hand, the
definitions of Spencer, Max Muller, Romanes,
Goblet d'Alviella, and others, for whom Religion
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